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Dear Doug Chorvat Jr., 


 


Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge receipt of your 


electronic copy of Hernando County Ordinance No. 2025-05, which was filed in this office on May 19, 


2025. 
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Administrative Code and Register Director 
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ORDINANCE NO.: 2025-0S° 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 16, ARTICLE III (HOUSING 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AND TRUST FUND), OF THE HERNANDO 

COUNTY CODE; PROVIDING THAT ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES FOR THE 

STATEHOUSINGINITIATIVESPARTNERSHIP("SHIP")PROGRAMWILLBE 

PERFORMED BY THE COUNTY; PROVIDING FOR THE CAP AND FINDING 

OF INSUFFICIENCY REGARDING ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES; 

PROVIDING FOR CLARIFICATION OF THE COMPOSITION AND TERM OF 

THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE ("THE 

COMMITTEE") MEMBERSHIP; PROVIDING THAT THE COUNTY SHALL 

SUPPLY STAFF, ADMINISTRATIVE AND FACILITY SUPPORT FOR THE 

COMMITTEE; PROVIDING FOR INCREASED FREQUENCY OF THE 

COMMITTEE'S REVIEW AND REPORT OF ESTABLISHED POLICIES AND 

PROCEDURES PERTAINING TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN THE COUNTY; 

PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION OF THE COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATIONS 

AND AMENDMENT TO THE LOCAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE PLAN 

("LHAP"); PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION 

IN THE CODE; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF CONFLICTING 

PROVISIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Hernando County (the County) desires 
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to amend Chapter 16, Article III (Housing Assistance Program and Trust Fund) to provide for 

2 administrative services and expenses for the SHIP program, and to comport with Fla. Stat. § 

3 420.9076; and 

4 WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the County to amend the Hernando County Housing 

5 Assistance Program and Trust Fund Ordinance as shown herein; and 

6 WHEREAS, notice of the public hearing on the matter of amending this ordinance was 

7 properly and timely published; and 

8 WHEREAS, the County has considered the record of the public hearing. 

9 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

10 COMMISSIONERS OF HERNANDO COUNTY: 

11 Section 1. Chapter 16, Article III (Housing Assistance Program and Trust Fund), of the 

12 Hernando County Code is hereby amended as follows: 

13 Sec. 16-54. Establishment of county housing assistance program. 

14 The Hernando County Housing Assistance Program ("the program") is hereby 

15 established by this article. The program as described by this section is a blueprint of 

16 affordable housing projects the Hernando County Board of County Commissioners ("the 

17 board") will use to construct its final goal of affordable housing for eligible persons. The 

18 detailed design specifications for the use of the trust fund monies will be adopted by 

19 resolution in the Hernando County Local Housing Assistance Plan (attached as Exhibit I to 

20 Ordinance No. 2008-10) ("LHAP"), after review of the statutory requirements and the local 
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needs. The county com111issi011c1sboard wi ll , after giving due deliberation to the 

recommendations of its designated admjrustrator and the comments of the public, adopt this 

Jle111a11do County Local !lousing Assistance Pla11 LHAP. 

Sec. 16-55. Implementation and administration of the program. 

The 1leI11ando County Board of County Con 1111issionc1 sboard hereby assumes 

responsibility for the implementation and administration of the I lc1 nando County 

Housing Assistance Prng1amprogram. The county wi ll work with the Local Housing 

Partnership to morutor the success of the program, and provide advice and suggestions as 

to whether and in what ways the program might be improved from year to year. '.fhe 

Jlcma11do County Housing Aothmity ("llousi11g Authmity") shall pt0\iidc administiativc 

sci vices to the county in connection with the SIJIP P1og1am, as ag1eed in w1iting between 

the county and the housing autho1ity. The Housing Autho1ity will submit itemized 

i1l\ioices to the county fo1 such ad111inist1ative se, vices, pmsuant to a11 agiccd-upon fee 

schedule. 

Sec. 16-56. County housing assistance trust fund. 

There is hereby establi shed a separate trust fund to be known as the Hernando 

County Housing Assistance Trust Fund ("trust fund") . All monies received from the state 

pursuant to the State Housing Initiative Partnership ("SHIP") Act or the federal 

government and any local or private moni es contribu ted for the purposes establi shed by 
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the llcma11do County !lousing Assistance P1ogta111program shall be deposited into this 

trust fund. The assets in the trust fund may be deposited or invested as provided by law. 

No expenditure, other than for the administration and implementation of the I le, nando 

County Housing AssistaJ1ee P1og1an1program, may be made from this trust fund. Until 

utilized for the purposes thereof, monies in the trust fund shall be held in trust by the 

eCounty solely for usage pursuant to the program. All program income, including 

investment earnings, shall be retained in the Hernando County Assistance Ttust Fund 

trust fund and used for the purposes hereof. The county agtees that the ad111inisttative 

Administrative expenses paid to the I lousing Autho1 ity (as deset ibed in Section 16.55 

bet ein) in connection with the StHP LHAP shall not exceed five (5) percent of the 

pt oeeeds of the SJIIP funds local housing distribution funds and program income 

deposited into the trust fund, unless the board finds by resolution that five (5) percent of 

the local housing distribution plus five (5) percent of the program income is insufficient 

to adequately pay the necessary costs of administering the LHAP, in which case the cost 

of administering the LHAP may not exceed ten ( l 0) percent of the local housing 

distribution plus five (5) of the program income deposited in the local housing trust fund . 

The eCounty will not treat as administrative expenses any costs previously borne by 

another funding source which continue to be available at the time the I lcma11do County 

Local Housing Assistance PlanLHAP is submitted. 

Sec. 16-57. County affordable housing advisory committee. 
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(a) There is hereby created the Hernando County Affordable Housing 

Advisory Committee ("the committee"), whose members shall be appointed by 1esolution 

of-the board of county co1m11issione1s. 

(b) Pursuant to F.S.§ 420.9076, The-the committee shall consist of at least 

eight (8) but not more than eleven (11) members, one of whom shall be a locally-elected 

official of the County. The remaining committee members shall consist of one 

representative from at least six of the categories below:Six (6) membe1 s shall constitute a 

quoiu111. The committee may 11ot take fo1111al actions unless a quotuin is pt esent but 111ay 

111eet to hear pt esentatio11s if duly noticed. The com111ittec sit all include the folio wing, 

which individuals may ovetlap with or be a pait of the Local Housing Pa1t11e1ship 1efc11ed 

to i11 F.S. § 420.907 l ( 16). 

(1) One (l) citizen who is actively engaged in the residential home 

building industry in connection with affordable housing; 

(2) One (1) citizen who is actively engaged in the banking or mortgage 

banking industry in connection with affordable housing; 

(3) One (l) citizen who is a representative of those areas of labor 

actively engaged in home building in connection with affordable housing; 

(4) One ( l) citizen who is actively engaged designated as an advocate 

for low-income persons in connection with affordable housing; 
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(5) One (1) citizen who is actively engaged as a not-for-profit provider 

of affordable housing; 

(6) One (1) citizen who is actively engaged as a for-profit provider of 

affordable housing; 

(7) One (1) citizen who is actively engaged as a real estate profess ional 

in connection with affordable housing:-; 

(8) One (1) citizen who actively serves on the local planning agency 

pursuant to F.S. § 163 .3174; 

(9) One (1) citizen who resides within the jUJisdiction of the local 

governing body making the appointments; 

(10) One (1) citizen who represents employers within the jUJisdiction; 

(11) One (1) citizen who represents essential services personnel, as 

defined in the local housing assistance plan~ 

The committee may not take formal actions unless a quorum is present but 

may meet to hear presentations if duly noticed. 

(c.Q.) Members shall serve fur-two-year terms and may be reappointed for 

subsequent terms. 
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(de Meetings shall be held monthly for the first year of committee existence 

and quarterly, or more frequently as necessary thereafter. 

(et) The committee shall comply with the government in the Sunshine Law, 

the public records law and the special provisions regarding notice of plan considerations 

found in F.S. ch. 420. Minutes of the meeting will be kept by the clerk to the board. 

(f The committee shall annually elect a chairperson, vice chairperson and 

such other offices as it deems necessary. The chairperson is charged with the duty of 

conducting the meetings in a manner consistent with law. 

(gh) Staff, administrative and facility support for the advisory committee shall 

be provided by the board of cotmty co111missione1s and the Hernando Cou11ty llousi11g 

Authority . 

(hD The advismy committee shall have the following duties: 

(1) Tt iennially Annually review the established policies and 

procedures, ordinances, land development regulations, and adopted local comprehensive 

plan and shall recommend specific actions or initiatives to encourage or facilitate 

affordable housing whi le protecting the ability of the property to appreciate in value. The 

recommendations may include the modification or repeal of existing policies, procedures, 

ordinances, regulations, or plan provisions; the creation of exceptions applicable to 

affordable housing; or the adoption of new policies, procedures, regulations, ordinances, 
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or plan provisions, including recommendations to amend the comprehensive plan and 

corresponding regulations, ordinances, and other policies. At a minimum, the committee 

shall submit an annual report to the board county co1rn11issio11 and to the entity providing 

statewide training and technical assistance for the Affordable Housing Catalyst Program 

that includes recommendations on, and t1ie1mially the1eafte1 evaluates the implementation 

of; affordable housing incentives in the following areas; 

a. The processing of approvals of development orders or 

permits, as defined in F.S. § 163 .31 64(7) and (8), for affordable housing projects is 

expedited to a greater degree than other projects . 

b. The modification of impact fee requirements, including 

reduction or waiver of fees and alternative methods of fee payment for affordable 

housing. 

C. The allowance of flexibility in densities for affordable 

housing. 

d. The reservation of infrastructure capacity for housing of 

very low-income, low-income persons, and moderate income persons. 

e. The allowance of affordable accessory residential units in 

residential zoning districts. 
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f. The reduction of parlcing and setback requirements for 

affordable housing. 

g. The allowance of flexible lot configuration, including 

zero-lot-line configurations for affordable housing. 

h. The modification of street requirements for affordable 

housing. 

l. The establishment of a process by which the local 

government considers before adoption, policies, procedures, ordinances, regulations, or 

plan provisions that increase the cost of housing. 

J. The preparation of a printed inventory of locally owned 

public lands suitable for affordable housing. 

k. The support of development near transportation hubs and 

major employment centers and mixed-use developments. 

(2) Make recommendations apptoval approved by a majority of its 

membership at a public hearing. Notice of the time, date and place of the public hearing 

of the advisory committee to adopt a final affordable housing incentive recommendations 

shall be advertised in a newspaper of general circulation in the county before the 

scheduled hearing. The notice of the public hearing must contain a short, concise 

summary of the affordable housing initiative recommendations to be considered by the 
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advisory committee. The notice shall also state the place where a copy of the tentative 

advisory committee recommendations can be obtained. 

Sec. 16-58. County affordable housing incentive plan adoption. 

Within ninety (90) days after the date of the receipt of the affordable housing 

incentive recommendations from the adviso1y committee, the board of county 

con1111issionc1 s shall adopt by ordinance, the llc111a11do County Affo,dablc Housing 

b1eeuti vc Plan.an amendment to the LHAP to incorporate the local housing incentive 

strategies it will implement within its jurisdiction. The amendment must include, 

i11ccntivc plan shall at a minimum, the local housing strategies required under F.S. 

§ 420.907 l (18). consist of specific initiatives eucom aging and facilitating affot dablc 

housing, scheduli11g the implellle11tation of the initiatives and scltcduli11g i111plc111entation 

of expedited pct mit p1 occssing f-o1 affo1 dab le housing p1 ojects and finally , shall include a 

pt ocess f-ot I evicw of local policies, 01 dina11ces, 1 cgulatio11s and planned pt ovisions that 

significantly i111pact the cost of housing. The board must consider the strategies specified 

in F.S. §§ 420.9076(4)(a)-(k) as recommended by the committee. The board of county 

co111111i ssiot1cts shall1 upon adoption of an amendment of its LHAP to incorporate local 

housing incentive strategies, the incc11ti vc plan send a certified copy of the approved 

amended LHAP to the Florida Housing Finance Agency Corporation. 

10 



DRAFT DOCUMENT: F:\l COUNTY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE\MAT\HSS\25-400-17\Ordinance Ch 16 Part 
III Amended 03062025 tracked.MAT042425.wpd, April 24, 2025 (10:57am) NOTE: additions/deletions = 
language proposed for addition/deletion to existing Code provisions. 

Section 2. Severability. It is declared to be the intent of the Board of County 

2 Commissioners that if any section, subsection, clause, sentence, phrase, or provision of this 

3 ordinance is for any reason held unconstitutional or invalid, the invalidity thereof shall not affect 

4 the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

5 Section 3. Inclusion in the Code. It is the intention of the Board of County 

6 Commissioners of Hernando County, Florida, and it is hereby provided, that the provisions of 

7 this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances of Hernando County, 

8 Florida. To this end, the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to 

9 accomplish such intention, and that the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section," "article," 

10 or any other appropriate designation. 

11 Section 4. Conflicting Provisions Repealed. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in 

12 conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. 

13 Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon receipt of 

14 official acknowledgment from the office of the Secretary of State of Florida that this ordinance 

15 has been filed with said office. 
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

HERNANDO COUNTY in Regular Session this \'O. ~\-\ day of ~ 2025 . 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA 
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