
Patricia Tapia 
Administrative Services | Administrative Services Clerk I 
Office of Doug Chorvat Jr., Clerk of Circuit Court and Comptroller
Phone: 352-754-4201 | Email: ptapia@hernandoclerk.org
20 N Main Street, Brooksville, FL 34601

From: County Ordinances
To: Ordinances; County Ordinances
Cc: Patricia Tapia; Paige Jefferys; Heidi Kurppe
Subject: RE: Hernando County Ordinance No. 2025-02 - Adopted on March 12, 2025
Date: Thursday, March 13, 2025 9:29:05 AM
Attachments: Hernando20250312_Ordinance2025_02_Ack.pdf

Good morning,

Attached is the acknowledgement letter for Hernando County Ordinance 2025-02.

Thank you,

David Parrish
Government Operations Consultant II
Office of the General Counsel
Department of State
Room 701 – The Capital – Tallahassee, FL
P: (850) 245-6270

From: Ordinances <ord@hernandoclerk.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2025 3:29 PM
To: County Ordinances <CountyOrdinances@dos.fl.gov>
Cc: Patricia Tapia <ptapia@hernandoclerk.org>; Paige Jefferys <pjefferys@hernandoclerk.org>; Heidi Kurppe
<hkurppe@hernandoclerk.org>
Subject: Hernando County Ordinance No. 2025-02 - Adopted on March 12, 2025

EMAIL RECEIVED FROM EXTERNAL SOURCE

The attachments/links in this message have been scanned by Proofpoint.

Sender Full Name: Patricia Tapia
Sender Phone number: 352-754-4970

County Name: Hernando
Ordinance Number: 2025-02

Thank You,

mailto:ptapia@hernandoclerk.org
mailto:CountyOrdinances@dos.fl.gov
mailto:ord@hernandoclerk.org
mailto:CountyOrdinances@dos.fl.gov
mailto:ptapia@hernandoclerk.org
mailto:PJefferys@hernandoclerk.org
mailto:hkurppe@hernandoclerk.org



 


 


 


   


RON DESANTIS 


Governor 


 


CORD BYRD 


Secretary of State 


 


 


 R. A. Gray Building  •  500 South Bronough Street   •  Tallahassee, Florida  32399-0250 


Telephone: (850) 245-6270 


 


 


 


 


 


March 13, 2025 


 


 


 


Doug Chorvat, Jr. 


County Clerk 


Hernando County  


20 North Main Street, Rm. 362 


Brooksville, Florida 34601 


 


 


 


 


Dear Doug Chorvat Jr., 


 


Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge receipt of your 


electronic copy of Hernando County Ordinance No. 2025-02, which was filed in this office on March 12, 


2025. 
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Administrative Code and Register Director 
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ORDINANCE NO.: 2025~ 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING HERNANDO COUNTY CODE, CHAPTER 12, 

PROVIDING FOR REMOVAL OF ARSON INVESTIGATIONS FROM FIRE 

DEPARTMENT'S RESPONSIBILITIES; AUTHORIZATION AND PROHIBITION 

OF CERTAIN TYPES OF OPENBURNJNG; CORRECTING THE TITLE OF THE 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; PROVIDJNG FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF 

EMERGE CY TEMPORARY PROHIBITIONS OF OUTDOOR USE OF 

INCENDIARY DEVICES AND FIREWORKS; PROVIDING FOR 

9 SEVERABJLITY; PROVIDING FOR JNCLUSION IN THE CODE; PROVIDING 

10 FOR THE REPEAL OF CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR 

11 AN EFFECTIVE DA TE. 

12 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Hernando County (the County) desires 

13 to amend Hernando County Code, Chapter 12 (Fire Prevention and Protection), Article I (In 

14 General); Article Il (Fire Prevention and Arson Detection Code), Article V (Fire Rescue 

15 Assessment), Division 2 (Annual Fire Rescue Assessments), and Article VJ (Regulation of Fire 

16 Hazards and Incendiary Devices During Drought Conditions); and 

17 WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the County to amend Chapter 12 of the Hemai:ido 

18 County Code of Ordinances as shown herein; and 

19 WHEREAS, notice of the public hearing on the matter of amending this ord inance was 

20 properly and timely published; and 
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WHEREAS, the County has considered the record of the public hearing. 

2 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

3 COMMISSIONERS OF HERNANDO COUNTY: 

4 Section 1. Chapter 12 (Fire Prevention and Protection), Article I (In General) ; Article II (Fire 

5 Prevention and Arson Detection Code); Article V (Fire Rescue Assessment), Division 2 (Annual Fire 

6 Rescue Assessments); and Article VI (Regulation of Fire Hazards and Incendiary Devices During 

7 Drought Conditions), of the Hernando County Code are hereby amended as follows: 

8 

9 ARTICLE I (In General) is amended as follows: 

10 Sec. 12-1. Ado tion of the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

ill The most recent edition of the Florida Fire Prevention Code adopted by 

the State Fire Marshall is adopted by the County and fully incorporated in this section, 

and is controlling within the unincorporated areas of the county for the purpose of 

prescribing regulations governing conditions hazardous to life and property and to 

prevent fire or explosion. 

.(hl The Florida Fire Prevention Code (including the codes it incorporates such 

as the NFPA IO l Life Safety Code® and the NFPA I Fire Prevention Code among 

others) may be accessed online (with free registration) at 

https ://www.nfpa.org/for-professionals/codes-and-standards/nfpa-1 ink. 

2 
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If any conflict occurs between this section and any other applicable state or 

2 county law, ordinance, rule or regulation, the more stringent requirement applies. 

3 Secs. 12-t2--12-15. Reserved. 

4 ARTICLE II (Fire Prevention and Arson Detection Code) is amended as follows: 

5 Sec. 12-16. Short title. 

6 This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Fire Prevention and 1rrs-on 

7 DetcctionProtection Code." 

8 Sec. 12-17. Intent and purpose. 

9 

10 

l I 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

(a) It is the intent and purpose of this article to provide the fire 

departmentdistt icts with the ability to control hazardous conditions countywide, provide 

public education and fire safety programs, and assist state agencies in determining the 

origins and causes of fires and explosions, in order to better wot k togcthet to conttol 

haz:aidotis conditions comity-wide, investigate aiso11s, stispected a1so11s, and 1clated 

c1 itnes, to sltat e men, equipmc11t a11d know ledge to bette1 provide for the health, safety 

and welfare of the people of the county. 

(b) It is further the intent and purpose of this article to provide fire disti icts 

department with the authority and mechanisms, within the pe1i111ete1s parameters of 

judicial, federal , state and local laws, to investigate, inspect, review and enforce laws, 
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rules and regulations for the health, safety, welfare and benefit of the citizens of the 

county. 

(c) It is further the intent and purpose of this article to protect the persons and 

property of the citizens of the county from hazardous and dangerous conditions caused by 

others. 

Sec. 12-18. Definitions. 

As used in this article, the following terms sha ll have the indicated meaning: 

A1so11 detection unit 01 squad. Designated foefigltte1 01 foefighte1s, who have 

specialized tr ai11i11g I elating to detection of a, son, suspected at son and I elated c1 i111es. 

Such persoM shall have the following 111i11i111m11 qualifications. 

( 1 ) Hold a Flo1ida state ce1tification as a Fi1e l11vestigatoi I, and, 

(2) I lave achieved a ce1tificate of co111plia11ce with the state lllillin,um 

sta11da1ds council, and, 

(3) I lave a thoiougl1 unde1standing of building codes and a1so11 laws, shown 

tlnough exan1inatioi1. 

(4) Expe1 ience in fire pr evrntio11, detection, fo efigl1ting, and 01 law 

cnfo1ce111ent, and, 

4 
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(5) Be intc1 viewed and apptovcd by the foe chief, 01 the designee tl,c1cof, of 

the appl icablc foe district. 

Board means in the Hernando County Board of County Commissioners. 

Broadcast burning is a form of open burning and means the burning of 

agricultural or natural vegetation by allowing fire to move across a predetermined area of 

land. The term docs not include the burning of vegetative debris that is piled or stacked. 

Commercial Building, for purposes of this chapter of the Hernando Code, means 

any building of a commercial nature as well as any residential building with three or more 

dwelling units. 

Division. The Division of State Fi1e Maisha! within tl,e Depa1tmcnt of Financial 

Set vices . 

facilities for one or more persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, 

eating, cooking and sanitation. 

Fire chief means theThe person appointed by the appropriate governing body as 

head of the fi1 c fighting unit sci v ing the dcsig11atcd fo c dish ict to sci vc at tl,c plcasm c of 

such gove111ing body Hernando County Fire and Emergecy Services within the 

unincorporated areas of the County. 

5 
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Fire department means the Hernando County Fire and Emergency Services (also 

known as Hernando County Fire Rescue). 

Fire district:-means all unincorporated areas of Hernando County Any county, 

111u11icipality, 01 i11deprndcnt special fire co11t1ol district. 

Firefighter. means a erson as defined in Fla. Stat. s. Section 633.102(9), 

Florida Statutes, as same may be amended from time to time, and who has the 

qualifications defined therein. 

Fire safety inspector. means anAn individual who holds a current and valid Fire 

Safety Inspector Certificate of Compliance issued by the divi sion under Fla. Stat. s. 

Section 633.216, rlo1ida Statutes, as same may be amended from time to time, who is 

officially assigned the duties of conducting fire safety inspections of buildings and 

facilities on a recurring or regular basis on behalf of the state or any county, municipality, 

or special district with fire safety responsibilities. 

Governing body: means thefh-e governing collegial body of a county, 

municipality, or independent special fire control district. 

Open bu ming means the burning of any matter in such a manner that the products 

of combustion resulting from the burning arc emitted directly into the outdoor atmosphere 

without passing through a stack or chimney. Broadcast burning and pile burning, as 

defined herein, arc forms of open burning. 

6 
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Pile burning is a form of open burning and means the burning of silvicultural, 

agricultural, land-clearing, or tree-cutting debris originating onsite, which is stacked 

together in a round or linear fashion, including, but not limited to, a windrow. Pile 

burning authorized by the Florida Forest Service is a temporary procedure, which 

operates on the same site for 6 months or less. 

Uniform fire safety standard: is a -A-requirement or group of requirements for the 

protection of life and property from loss by fire which shall be met by every building and 

structure specified in Fla. Stat. s. Section 633.206, F101 ida Statutes, as same may be 

amended from time to time, and is not weakened or exceeded by law, rule, or ordinance 

of any other state agency or political subdivi sion or county, municipality, or special 

district with fire safety responsibi Ii ties. 

6ee-.H--l9-;-t0des and statutes adopted. 

(a) Tbet e is bet eby adopted by the county of Hernando, F101 ida tlte Flot ida 

Fite P1evcntion Code, Sixtlr Edition which includes tire National Fite P1otectio11 

Association's NFPA 1 Fite Code and NFPA 101 Life Safety Code witlt modifications 

made by the State Fite Mat sltal's Office as needed to accommodate tlie specific needs of 

the state, and subsequent editiot1s as adopted by tl,e State Fite Ma1shal's office which 

shall contain 01 inco1po1ate by tef-ctence all foe safety laws and rnles that pe1tain to and 

go vern the design, constluction, c1ection, alte1ation, 111odification, 1epai1 , and delllolition 
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ofpoblic and p1ivatc boildings, st1t1ctmcs, and facilities and the cnfu1cc111c11t ofst1el1 file 

safety laws and 1t1les. 

(b) Put suant to Section 633.15, Flm ida Statutes, Cl1aptc1 633, Flm ida 

Statutes, as all of same may be amC11dcd frnrn time to ti1nc, and all the rnles prnmulgatcd 

the1cundei by the State Fite Ma1shal, as same may be amended fiom time to time, aic 

hc1 cby adopted by I efc1 c11cc as if fully set fut th he1 ei11 . 

(e) Chapte1 791, Flm ida Statutes, and all the 1t1les and 1 cgulations 

promulgated thc1 cunde1, as all of same may be amended fi om time to time, a1 e he, eby 

adopted by 1ef-etcncc as if fully set fo1th he1ci11. 

(d) Section 806.10, Flm ida Statotes, as same liiay be amended fi mn time to 

time, is hc1cby adopted by 1ef-c1c11cc as if fully set fu1th hc1ci11. 

(e) Section 806.101, Flm ida Statutes, as same may be amC11ded ft om tin 1c to 

time, is he1eby adopted by 1ef-etc11cc as if fully set fo1th he,ein. 

(f) Section 823.02, Flmida Statutes, as san1e may be amC11ded fto1n time to 

time, is hc1eby adopted by 1cf-etcnee as if fully set fo1th hc,ein . 

Sec. 12-W.!2. Enforcement of article and duties of fire depa1 tmentchief. 

(a) This a1tiele shall be c11fo1eed by the foe depait111c11t of the foe distiicts 

l'-hieh a1e ahcady established and which liJa)' be established in the futmc, ope1ated u11de1 
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the supe1 vision oftl,e chief-s oft!te foe depatt11,cnts of the 1espective fite disttiets and 

enforced by fitefighte1s , the fite safety i11spect01, 01 the appointed 1ep1ese11tative ce1tified 

puISttant to Chapter 633 , Flot ida Statutes. 

(ba The fire chief; or his designee; shall bei§. responsible for enforcing this 

article. 

(c) The fire ehiefsl,all make an a1111ual 1epo1t to the app1optiate gove111ing 

body of all pt oceedings under this at tide. 

(d) The fite chief, 01 his designee, shall 1eview and apptove foe and life safety 

plans fot all new cotut11e1eial buildings in the fite disttict ill coopetatiot, wit!, county 

a11d/01 city building depar tme11ts. 

(ehl The fire chief and fire safety inspectors are also designated code 

enforcement officers for purposes of Fla. Stat. s. Section 162.21, Florida Statutes, when 

enforcing provisions of this article. 

.(£2 The fire chief shall make an annual report to the county administrator of 

all proceedings under this article. 

The fire chief or his designee shall review and approve fire and life safety 

plans for all new commercial buildings in the fire district in cooperation with the county 

building department. 
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Sec. 12-2tQ_. Establishments of zones in which explosives, blasting agents, flammable 

liquids, liquified petroleum gases, or other dangerous and hazardous materials may 

be stored, and restrictions placed thereon. 

(a) The planning and zoning department of the, app10p1 iate gov emi11g 

bodycounty, working in conjunction with the fire chief~ or designe~ shall make 

recommendations to the board ofeounty co111111issio11e1s 01 to the city coullcil oft!te City 

of B1 ooks ville, to establish certain zones within each fit e dist, ictthc county where 

explosives, blasting agents, flammable liquids, liquified petroleum gases, or other 

dangerous and hazardous materials may be stored, using the Florida Building Code and 

the Florida Fire Prevention Code, as they may be amended from time to time, as 

guidelines for such storage and prohibitions relating to such storage. 

(b) It shall beis a violation of this article to store or maintain in any manner 

the materials as enumerated in subsection (a) of this section in areas not zoned as 

described in subsection (a) of this section. 

(c) Violators of this section shall be subject to those penalties as described in 

section l 2-28 of this article. 

Sec. 12-H -!- Establishment of motor vehicle routes for vehicles transporting 

hazardous chemicals or other dangerous materials. 

10 
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Motor vehicle routes for vehicles transporting hazardous chemicals or other 

dangerous materials shall be established in accordance with guidelines and standards 

pursuant to the United States Government and the state laws and rules and regulations 

promulgated by the appropriate agencies of the aforementioned governmental bodies. 

Sec. 12-23J. Fire hazards; inspection and abatement; limitations. 

(a) The fire chief; or his appointed representative; is hereby 

cmpowe1edauthorized to enter any commercial and public buildings, premises, storage 

areas, or other places, at any reasonable hour for the purpose of making inspections and to 

serve written notice upon the owner or occupant to abate a violation of this article within 

a specified tim ,; said notice shall require abatement to be completed not to be less than 

ten (10) days nor more than thirty (30) days from the date of the notice. 

(b) If the owner or occupant fails to abate within the specified time limit, the 

fire chief, 01 his I cpt csc11tati vc, or his designee may apply to a court of competent 

jurisdiction for an order of abatement or temporary or permanent injunction against the 

violation of this article. 

(c) Notwithstanding anything contained in this article, neither the rn, fire 

chief; ornor his I cp1 csrntati vc,designee may enter in or on a building or premises for 

reasons stated in this article without the consent of the owner or occupant, or, if consent is 

not given, without an admini strative seat ch inspection warrant signed by a judge of 

11 
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competent jurisdiction~ or without a court order allowing such entry, except during 

exigent circumstances as permitted by law. 

Sec. 12-24~. A1 !Ion, investigation, detection and pt eventionFire Investigations. 

(a) The fire chief; or hi s designee; of each fo c dist! ict is hereby authorized to 

create within eaehthc fire department a11 aiso11 m,ita Fire Investigation Division, which 

shall be a subdivision of the Fire Prevention Division . Tltc a1 son u11it shall be con1poscd 

of 011ly those fir cfighte1 s who meet the qualifications as stated in section 12-18 of this 

a1ticle. 

(b) Each a1so11 unit shall have tlic 1esponsibility fo1 i11vestigatio11 of a1so11s, 

suspected aiso11s, and othe1 1elated c1illles.The Fire Investigation Division shall 

investigate the cause of any fire or explosion. 

(c) The technical investigation procedures to be used by the a1 so11 unitfirc 

investigator shall be established by the fire chief~ or his designated 

1cp1 escntati ve,dcsignec after !ta v ing co11sultedconsulting with local, state and federal law 

enforcement officials. 

(d) Each fire disttict's technical i11vcstigatio11 p1ocedu1es shall be substantially 

the sa111c as othe1 file dist1icts coveted m1de1 this chapte1, with va1iations bei11gallowed 

due to the pa1 ticula1 ci1 cu111sta11ces of the i11di v idual fit e dist1 ict. 

12 
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(c) Eacl, fitc disttict is lrc1cby antlro1izcd, when liccdcd, to loan, cxclrangc and 

othc1 wise conttibntc specialized pc1sorn,cl, cqnip11,cnt, i11fo11iiation, and p10ccdt11cs fion, 

olic mson unit to anothe1 m1de1 cm,t101led 111etltods to be establisl,ed between the fite 

dist1icts and app10vcd by the app1op1iatc governing bodies. 

See. 12 25. Burning permits, exeeptions, governmental eooperation. 

(a) 1t shall be unlawful fo1 any pe1sons to bullI any liiate1ial in the open within 

any fite dist1ict without having fit st obtained a pc1mit fiom the state fu1cst set vice. 

(b) This section shall Mt apply to I csidential indom fit eplaces, 1 esidential 

outdoo1 cooking a1cas, silvicultu1e businesses, 1esidential ya1d mailltrna1,ce, vegetation 

bu11ring outside inempmated municipalities and govc111rnental file dcpaitments, and foe 

cont1ol units. Residential ya1d vcgetatioll burning shall be conducted in accmdancc with 

Flm ida Fo1 est Sci vice I cqni1 emcnts that add, ess bm ning of ya1 d waste including meeting 

1cqni1ed setbacks, lroms of bmning, size of piles, safety and nuisance smoke. Residents 

slrall contact the state fo1 est se1 vice 01 tlte local foe district bcfo1 e burning to cnsm c tl,at 

the1 e is no bm n ban cu11 rntly in effect. 

(c) This article slrall be supplemental to Chaptc1 590, Flmida Statutes, as 

sa111e may be amended from time to ti111e, and caclt file dist1ict i1t tire county is lre1eby 

antho1ized to entc1 into ag1ecments with the division of fo1cst1y of the dcpaitmrnt of 

13 
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ag1 icttltu1 c and co11srn11c1 sci vices of the state to detei rninc and define which depar truent 

shall issue burn pe1 rnits within each fit e dist! ict. 

(d) Nothing provided for in this a1ticle shall be i11tc1p1cted as affecting 01 

limiting the application oflle1na11do County Code, Chapte1 12, Article VI, ''Regulation of 

Fi1e !Jazaids and b1ce11dia1y Devices Dmiug D1ought Conditions." 

Sec. 12-24. Open burning and recreational burning. 

Pursuant to Fla. Stat. s. 590.02(] 0), the Florida Forest Service has 

exclusive authority to require and issue authorizations for open burning. Except as 

authorized by the Florida Forest Service, open burning is prohibited in Hernando County. 

Enforcement of this provision, pursuant to Section 12-19 above, is supplemental to, and 

not in derogation or substitution of, the Florida Forest Service's enforcement of Fla. Stat. 

ch. 590. 

Du Recreational Open Burning. Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this 

section, nothing in this section prohibits the recreational open burning of vegetative 

debris and untreated wood, such as in a campfire, outdoor fireplace, or other contained 

outdoor heating or cooking device, on cold days for warming of outdoor workers, or in a 

recreational or ceremonial bonfire, as long as the fire is attended at all times and is 

completely smothered with no visible flame, smoke or emissions if the area is to be left 
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unattended. The person or persons responsible for the recreational fire shall ensure 

compliance with any applicable open burning rules adopted by the Florida Forest Service. 

Except as otherwise provided herein, the prohibitions against open burning 

contained in Fla. Stat. ch . 590, and in the Florida Administrative Code, chs . 51-2 and 

62-256, and any revisions thereof, are hereby adopted by reference. 

Enforcement of this section, pursuant to Section 12-19 above, is 

supplemental to, and not in derogation or substitution of, the Florida Forest Service's 

enforcement of Fla. Stat. ch. 590. 

Violations of this section are punishable under the provisions of Fla. Stat. 

s. 125.69. 

ill Any person responsible for unlawful open burning shall bear any and all 

applicable costs involved in extinguishing the fire, in addition to the fines provided in the 

uniform fine schedule. 

Sec. 12-25. Provisions inapplicable. 

The provisions of this article do not apply to: 

Barbecue grill fires used solely for the preparation of food, provided that a 

grate is maintained over the fire; 
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ili2 Lawful activities involving incendiary devices, fireworks, sparklers, or any 

similar instrumentality Hernando County is preempted from regulating; 

_(f2 Fire or flame controlled industrial or commercial processes for which 

permits have been issued, or if no permit is issued, take place in a controlled environment 

that makes it unlikely that such incendiary, flame, or heat generating device will cause 

any type of wildfire or be a danger outside of the premises where the procedure or process 

is being used; 

Residential outdoor cooking done on a suitable piece of equipment 

designed to contain the fire, flame and heat generated thereby; 

Outdoor cooking done in any public or private place where there arc 

facilities designated for outdoor cooking which would contain the heat, flames, or fire 

otherwise generated by outdoor cooking; and 

ill Any duly existing or constituted fire department, fire district, or volunteer 

fire department conducting training exercises involving open fire or flame solely for 

training purposes under controlled conditions. 

Sec. 12-29. Ordinance supplemental to statutory prohibitions. 

The provisions of this article are intended to be supplemental to those provisions 

of the Florida Statutes that regulate fire prevention and a1 son detection. Therefore, no 
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1 provisions of this article matt-preclude~ the criminal prosecution of a suspect for a 

2 violation of any Florida Statute. 

3 Article V (Fire Rescue Assessment), Division 2 (Annual Fire Rescue Assessments) is amended 

4 as follows: 

5 Sec. 12-520. Notice by publication. 

6 Upon completion of the initial assessment roll, the county manageiadministrator 

7 shall publish, or direct the publication of, once in a newspaper of general circulation 

8 within the county a notice stating that at a meeting of the board on a certain day and hour, 

9 not earlier than twenty (20) calendar days from such publication, which meeting shall be a 

10 regular, adjourned, or special meeting, the board will hear objections of all interested 

11 persons to the final assessment resolution which shall establish the rate of assessment and 

12 approve the aforementioned initial assessment roll. The published notice shall confom1 to 

13 the requirements set forth in the u11ifo1111 assessment collection actUniform Assessment 

14 Collection Act. Such notice shall include (a) a geographic depiction of the property 

15 subject to the fire rescue assessment; (b) a brief and general description of the fire rescue 

16 services, facilities, or programs to be provided; ( c) the rate of assessment including a 

17 maximum assessment rate in the event one was adopted by in the initial assessment 

18 resolution; ( d) the procedure for objecting provided in section 12-522 hereof; ( e) the 

19 method by which the fire rescue assessment will be collected; and (f) a statement that the 
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initial assessment roll is available for inspection at the office of the county 

1t1a11agc1 administrator and all interested persons may ascertain the amount to be assessed 

against a parcel of assessed property at the office of the county manage, administrator. 

Sec. 12-521. Notice by mail. 

1n addition to the published notice required by section 12-520, the county 

maHagc1 administrator shall provide notice, or direct the provision of notice, of the 

proposed fire rescue assessment by first class mail to the owner of each parcel of property 

( except government property) subj ect to the fire rescue assessment. Such notice shall 

include (a) the purpose of the fire rescue assessment; (b) the rate of assessment to be 

levied against each parcel of property including a maximum assessment rate in the event 

one was adopted by the initial assessment resolution; (c) the unit of measurement applied 

to determine the fire rescue assessment; ( d) the number of such units contained in each 

parcel of property; ( e) the tota l revenue to be collected by the county from the fire rescue 

assessment; (f) a statement that failure to pay the fire rescue assessment will cause a tax 

certificate to be issued against the property or foreclosure proceedings to be instituted, 

either of which may result in a loss of title to the property; (g) a statement that all affected 

owners have a right to appear at the hearing and to file written objections with the board 

within twenty (20) days of the notice; and (h) the date, time, and place of the hearing. The 

mailed notice shall conform to the requirements set forth in the Uniform Assessment 
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Collection Act. otice shall be mailed at least twenty (20) calendar days prior to the 

bearing to each owner at such address as is shown on the tax roll. Notice shall be~ 

deemed mailed upon delivery thereof to the possession of the United States Postal 

Service. The county rmmageradministrator may provide proof of such notice by affidavit. 

Failure of the owner to receive such notice due to mistake or inadvertence shall not affect 

the validity of the assessment roll nor release or discharge any obligation for payment of a 

fire rescue assessment imposed by the board pursuant to this article. 

Sec. 12-522. Adoption of final assessment resolution. 

At the day and time named in such notice, or to which an adjournment or 

continuance may be taken by the board, the board shall receive any oral or written 

objections of interested persons and may then, or at any subsequent meeting of the board1 

adopt the final assessment resolution which shattmust (a) confirm, modify, or repeal the 

initial assessment resolution with such amendments, if any, as may be deemed 

appropriate by the board; (b) establish the rate of assessment to be imposed in the 

upcoming fiscal year; (c) establish a maximum assessment rate that may be imposed in 

the event such rate was included in the initial assessment resolution; ( d) approve the 

initial assessment ro ll , with such amendments as it deems just and right; and (e) 

determine the method of collection. The adoption of the final assessment resolution by 

the board shal l constitute a legislative determination that all parcel assessed derive a 
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1 special benefit from the fire rescue services, facilities , or programs to be provided or 

2 constructed and a legislative determination that the fire rescue assessments are fa irly and 

3 reasonably apportioned among the properti es that receive the special benefit. All written 

4 obj ections to the final assessment resolution shall be filed with the county 

5 ma11age1administrator at or before the time or adjourned time of such hearing. The final 

6 assessment resolution shatt-constitute~ the annual rate resolution for the initial fi scal year 

7 in which fire rescue assessments are imposed or reimposed hereunder. 

8 Article VI (Regu lation of Fire Hazards and Incendiary Devices During Drought Conditions) is 

9 amended as fo llows: 

10 Sec. 12-564. Implementation. 

11 This a1ticle is adopted with the intent to lilllit foe haza1ds in Hernando County 

12 dm ing pe1 iods and conditions of cxtr crne d1 oogltt. This article is fu1 thc1 adopted to 

13 effectuate a 1nechanisn1 whc1eby the boaid can act 1elatively qttickly to rnpidly changing 

14 drottght conditions . Wltc11 the foe chief, 01 his 01 her dcsignee, lllakes a dcte1111inatio1, 

15 that the1 e exists a d10oght eme1 ge11cy, the foe chief 01 designee shall send w1 itten 

16 notification of sttch conditioll to the boai d. The foe chief ill making the detern1ination of 

17 the existC11ce of a d1 ought elllc1 gency shall take into eonside1 atior, such facto1 s inclttding, 

18 but not lin1ited to the followi11g . 
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ill This section is supplemental to, and shall not be construed to supersede or 

replace, Fla. Stat. ss. 590.081 and 590.082. This article is adopted with the intent to limit 

fire hazards in Hernando County during periods and conditions of extreme drought. When 

the fire chief or his designee determines that there exists a drought emergency in 

Hernando County, the fire chief or dcsignee shall notify the county administrator. When 

determining the existence of a drought emergency, the fire chief shall take into 

consideration such factors including, but not limited to, the following: 

-a-A-. -Ll} The Keetch/Byram Drought Index. 

fr-_ __,_( 2_,_) Discussions and consultation with the Div isio11 of State 

Fo1est1yflorida Forest Service and the Florida Commissioner of Agriculture. 

C. ill Consultation with other fire chiefs in the county. 

-o-. -w Study of meteorological conditions and climatological forecasts . 

fr. ill Condition of the vegetation in the county; i.e. , whether it is 

susceptible to ignition. 

F. {fil Any actions taken by surrounding jurisdictions in regard to drought 

conditions and fire hazards. 
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-o-. -m Any other condition or factor which could have a bearing on 

existing fire hazard conditions and which reasonable persons of prudence would normally 

rely on to determine if a fire hazard conditi on exists . 

(b) ht 1nakillg such Mittcli p1cscntatioll to the boa1d, tltc foe chief will 

1ccom111e11d which p10!tibitions to impose and undo what, if any, conditions open 

bu111i11g oi the discltaJge of focwoJks Ol othe1 i11cendia1y devices will be allowed. The 

boaJd liiay in1pose any oi all of the pJohibitiolls as conditions wa11a11t. Whrn outdoo1 

burning is pt ohibited, such pt ohibition shall 11ot be constrned to apply to outdoo1 bu111ing 

01 land cleating where the division offu1estJy has issued a pe1111it. Fwther, it is the intent 

oftlte boaJd not to p1ohibit the sale of foewo1ks except undet the most exigent of 

citcu1nsta1ices and wltcJc dJougltt conditions arc so scvete that an actual e111e1gcncy 

exists. The use OJ disclta1ge of foewoJks 01 ince11diaJy devices liiay be p1ohibited 01 

tegulated even if tlie dtought conditions aJe at less than an en1e1gency state. Aftei 

J ecei ving the J eco1in11rndation fiom the foe chief at a public li1eeti11g and co11side1 ing all 

of the evidence bcfu1e it , the boaJd liiay adopt a Jesolution imposing appJoptiate 

t estJ ictions OJ p1 ohibitio11s on open burning and discha, ge of foe woJ ks OJ i11cendiai y 

devices . The ban shall take effect upon app1 oval of the 1 esolution of tlte boa1 d and shall 

1c111ai11 in effect until a like m,olution 1epeali11g tlte bwning ban is adopted by the boaid 

and upon adoption of tlic J epcal , tlte J estJ ictions 011 burning OJ dischaJ ge of fit ewo1 ks 

shall be immediately lifted. fwthe1, tlte boaid fiom time to time may amend a11y 
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1esolotio1, by ehm1gi11g, deleting, or 111odifyi11g the p1ovisio11s 011 bomi11g and discharge of 

firewo1ks depending 011 eha11ges i11 the d1ought conditions. In his notification to the 

county administrator, the fire chief or his designee shall recommend, as drought 

conditions warrant, prohibitions against the outdoor use of incendiary devices or the 

discharge of fireworks, and under what conditions, if any, the outdoor use of incendiary 

devices or the discharge of fireworks will be allowed. 

The county administrator shall have the authority to impose an emergency 

temporary prohibition adopting any or all of the prohibitions recommended by the fire 

chief or his designee as conditions warrant on an emergency basis. 

If the county administrator imposes an emergency temporary prohibition 

under this provision, the fire chief shall bring the matter before the board at the next 

public meeting that will pem1it time to comply with notice requirements for such 

meetings. 

~ After receiving the recommendation from the fire chief at the public 

meeting and considering all of the evidence before it, the board may adopt a resolution 

ratifying, modifying or tem1inating the emergency temporary prohibition. The board may, 

from time to time, modify the resolution adopting the emergency temporary prohibition 

depending on changes in the drought conditions. 
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ill If the board adopts or modifies the emergency temporary prohibition, such 

prohibition shall remain in effect until the board adopts a resolution repealing the 

emergency temporary prohibition; such resolution shall take effect immediately upon 

adoption. 

When the outdoor use of incendiary devices or discharge of fireworks is 

prohibited, such prohibition shall not be construed to apply to outdoor burning or land 

clearing where the Florida Forest Service has issued a permit. Further, it is the intent of 

the board not to prohibit the retail sale of fireworks except under the most exigent of 

circumstances and where drought conditions arc so severe that an actual emergency 

exists. 

ili2 The outdoor use of incendiary devices or discharge of fireworks may be 

prohibited or regulated even if the drought conditions are at less than an emergency state. 

Sec. 12-565. Prohibition. 

The 1csolutio11 i111posi11g tl,c ban 011 open burning 01 discha1gc of focw01ks Ilia)' 

p1ohibit a11y 01 all of the following, depending 011 the 1ccolll111c11datio11 of the foe chief 

and the scvc1ity of the dtought co11ditio11s. A 1csolution may make it unlawful fot any 

pc1 son to set fit c 01 cause fo c to be set to any fo1 est, giassland, wild land, lllat shes, 

vcgctati011, 01 land i11 an mban 01 rnial a1ca including those associated with ag1icultu1c, 

sil v icultm c, pile bu111i11g, 01 the building of can,pfit cs, bo11fit cs, the burning of yat d tiasli, 
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honschold ga1 bagc, 1 cfusc, 01 othc1 debt is i1t ti 1c t1ni1tco1 poiatcd a, cas of! let na11do 

County, t11tlcss othc1 w isc prnv idcd hc1 cin. 111 additio11, the 1csolutio11 lilay p1 ohibit any 

person or entity fio111 discharging, causi11g to be discl1argcd, or the sale of a11y fiteworks 

oi incrndia1y devices as defined in Fla. Stat. cit . 791, as it rnay be amended from time to 

time, that lllay cause or have a tendency to cause wild foes as defined in Fla. Stat. 

590.015. Fmthe1, the 1esolt1tion may prohibit the l1oldi11g ofa11y event i11clt1ding, but 11ot 

limited to, e v cuts i11vol v ing motor cycles, at1tolllobiles, 01 any othe1 v chicles oi equipment 

that lllay cause hot exltanst gases or high tcmpciatmcs that lllay be gc11ciated by catalytic 

co11vc1te1s or other devices on such vclticlcs i11 an open 01 uncontrolled a1ca that is 

snsccptible to wild fires. Bans 011 the sale of foewo1ks shall only be done in the most 

exigent of cir culllstances and when drought conditions a, e so seve1 e as to constitute an 

actual en 1e1 gency. 

ill The emergency temporary prohibition on the outdoor use of incendiary 

devices or discharge of fireworks may prohibit any or all of the following in the 

unincorporated areas of Hernando County, depending on the recommendation of the fire 

chief and the scvcri ty of the drought conditions: 

ill setting fire to or causing fire to be set to any forest, grassland, wild 

land, marshes, vegetation, or land in an urban or rural area including those associated 

with agriculture, silviculturc, or pile burning: 
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ill the building of campfires or bonfires; 

ill_ the burning of yard trash, household garbage, refuse, or other 

debris unless otherwise provided herein. 

ilil The emergency temporary prohibition may prohibit any person or entity 

from discharging, causing to be discharged, or the retail sale of, any fireworks or 

sparklers as defined in Fla. Stat. ch. 791, as it may be amended from time to time. Bans 

on the retail sale of fireworks shall only be done in the most exigent of circumstances and 

when drought conditions arc so severe as to constitute an actual emergency. 

The emergency temporary prohibition may prohibit any event including, 

but not limited to, events involving motorcycles, automobiles, or any other vehicles or 

equipment, that may cause hot exhaust gases or high temperatures that may be generated 

by catalytic converters or other devices on such vehicles in an open or uncontrolled area 

that is susceptible to wild fires. 

Sec. 12-566. Publication. 

Within a reasonable time after adopting such 1esolutio11imposing an emergency 

temporary prohibition on the outdoor use of incendiary devices or discharge of fireworks, 

the county administrator shall cause to be posted on the county's website, Faccbook page 

and X (formerly Twitter) page the complete contents of the emergency temporary 

prohibition, as modified from time to time, and shall post it thereon twice per week until 
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1 the board adopts a resolution repealing said emergency prohibition, at which time the 

2 complete contents of the resolution repealing said emergency temporary prohibition shall 

3 be posted thereon at least twice.tire boatd slrall cause to be published i11 a 11cwspapc1 of 

4 genc1al ci1culatio11 a qua1te1 page adve1tise111ent, 11ot to be placed i11 the section 1csc1 vcd 

5 fo1 legal advc1tisc111cnts, a sm11111a1y of the 1csolution i111posing a burning and focwo1ks 

6 ban 01 1cpeali11g such ba11 . The advc1tisc111ent shall be published twice with the second 

7 ad vcttiscmcnt appca1 ing no mo1 e than fi vc (5) days aftc1 the fo st ad vc1tiscmc11t. 

8 Section 2. Severability. It is declared to be the intent of the Board of County 

9 Commissioners that if any section, subsection, clause, sentence, phrase, or provision of this 

10 ordinance is for any reason held unconstitutional or invalid, the invalidity thereof sha ll not affect 

11 the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

12 Section 3. Inclusion in the Code. It is the intention of the Board of County 

13 Commissioners of Hernando County, Florida, and it is hereby provided, that the provisions of this 

14 Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances of Hernando County, 

15 Florida. To this end, the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish 

16 such intention, and that the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section," "article ," or any other 

17 appropriate designation . 

18 Section 4. Conflicting Provisions Repealed. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in 

19 conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. 
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Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon receipt of 

2 official acknowledgment from the office of the Secretary of State of Florida that this ordi nance 

3 has been filed with said office. 

4 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

5 HERNANDO COUNTY in Regular Session this \\ ~\.. day of ffio.cch 2025. 
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Attes 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA 

Clerk and Comptroller Chairman 

Approved for Form and Legal Sufficiency 

County Attorney's Office 
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