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ORDINANCE NO.: 2020 -JO 

ANORDINANCEAMENDINGHERNANDOCOUNTYCODESECTION 15-163 

TO PROVIDE FOR DEFINITIONS AND FOR DECLARATIONS OF A PUBLIC 

NUISANCE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 

5 INCLUSION IN THE CODE; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF 

6 CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; ANDPROVIDINGFORAN EFFECTNEDATE. 

7 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

8 COMMISSIONERS OF HERNANDO COUNTY: 

9 Section 1. Providing Definitions and for Declarations of a Public Nuisance. Hernando 

10 County Code § 15-163, ' 'Prohibited Conditions; Exemptions," is hereby renamed and amended to 

11 read as follows: 

12 Sec. 15-163 - Definitions; Prohibited Conditions; Public Nuisances Declared; 

13 Exemptions. 
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Arey aeettttnm:t:ion of weed gtowth 01 gtMs exelnd:ing seed pods, to a height 

the conditions leading to a haven or bteeding place fut st121kes, ta~, 1ode1m 01 othet 

vemlin of like 01 s:im:ila1 eharneter, 01 eteates a breed:ittg pl.lee fot mosqnitos, creates 

a fire harntd to adjacent properties 01 a:dvetsely aflee~ 01 impa::its the economic: 

welfare of adjacent ptoperties 01 creates a harnrd at 10a:d :ittterseetiom or 1iglm of. 

way witl:lin the cottt1ty slmH be deela1ed a poblie code violation and i5 hereby 
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pt ohibited. Dead, decaying, 01 livit"tg hee:s that po:se a1, aetml tlneat of damage to 

pttblic p1ope1cy, tights-of-way, 01 ntilitics ate hereby deemed to be a pttblic code 

viohtion Said pnblie code violations shaH be tnnawful it1 any mmeorporated ateas 

dishicts it, the roHowing maimer. 

haets 01 parcels of land to the extent the aeeumtthttion of weed g,:owth aim g,:ass 

height lies within one httndted (100) feet of any itnp1oved p1ope1ty, with the 

exception of pa1cels that ate mned Agticttlttna~ AIR; AIR] , A/R2 , Connty 2.5, 01 

The weed g,:owth and the g,:ass height p1omio11s shaH 110t apply to 

pa1cels with rmttnal vegetation which shaH be defined as any pated of Imm 

com:ide1ed natmaHy vegetated if the pmcel ha:s not been cbued 01 nnwed 

of01ditmnee 95- 17. 

mamtain, 01 rot any person to catt!le, an acctllm:tlation of I nbbish; w a:ste, hash; 01 

debris, decaying v-egetative rm:tte1, exposed salvageable mate1ial 01 othet tm:mnade 
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1nate1ia~ tipon a1-ry- lot, ttact, 01 pated ofhmd where the effect ofsnch accmnulation 

:i5 to came 01 c1eate. 

ft1 

ffl 

f47 

An actual 01 potcrrt:ial ha-.cn 01 breeding place rot s1mkcs, ta~, 

An actual 01 pote1'ttial b1ccding pla-ce rot mosquitos, 01 

A me ha-:zatd to adjacent p1opc1'ties, 01 

An ad.ctsc effect on or itnpai:t mcnt of the economic wcffiuc of 

adjacent ptopcrtics, 01 

A ha-:z~nd to traffic at toad inte1 section~ 01 1igl:m-of- way within the 

cotttlty, 01 

A 1'ltli5attcc as dcfutcd by la-w , 01 othe1 nmanita-ry condition; 01 

ffl A visual t'tu:i5a11ec 01 othet ttt't5igl:rtly condition v:i5iblc fi:om adjoining 

public 01 p1niate p1opcrty. 

Pt o med ho w ev c1 , tha-t pat agi apm (4) a1,d (7) sha-H not apply to gc11e1 aHy accepted 

linnted to me of decaying .cgctatnic mattc1 rot composting, mulching, or habitat 

rcnK) ving o vCtgto Ml .cgctatiott 

Fo1 pm poses of this section, "tubb:i5h, \:\'aste, ttash 01 debt:i5" shall nx:an and 

include 11Vithout limitation ga1bagc , 1ubb:i5h and 1cfuse £:om 1esidcnt:iai eonnrx::1eiai 
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01 indmttial activities, indt!dittg aninnl 11Vastc, kitchen and table rood w astc 01 othc1 

waste that is attendant with 01 1csttlt5 fiom the stot age, p1cpa1ation, cookittg 01 

ha:ndlittg of food rmtc1ia~ papc1 , wood sc1aps, ca1dboa1d, cloth, glass, 1ttbbc1, 

homchold goods and applia:nccs, tools and cqttipm::nt, and sit1nla1 1mte1ial5. 

tequite expert opitrion tcstitnot'ry 01 a showing of any specific dee1ease it1 ptoperey 

valttc and 11ny be gi\,en by fact-based opnnon of afrected ptoperty ow1,e1 s 01 

ocenpants 01 any othc1 pcrnon gencialfy knowledgeable co1,ec11m,g p1operty it, the 

ifil Definitions. The following definitions shall apply 111 the interpretation, 

enforcement, and intent of this section: 

Department shall mean the Hernando County Code Enforcement Department. 

Litter shall have the same definition as is provided for the word in Fla. Stat. 

§ 403 .4 l 3(2)(f), as it may be amended from tin-ie-to-tirne. 

Owner 111eans a holder or holders of any legal or equitable estate in the 

premises, whether alone or jointly with others, or whether in possession or not and 

shall include all individuals, associations, partnerships, corporations, or those whose 

narnes appear on the tax rolls of Hernando County; or others who have interest in the 

premises and who are in possession or control thereo( as agents of the owner, as 
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executor, executrix, administrator, trustee, or guardian of the estate of the owner. 

Any such person thus representing the owner or owners shall be bound to comply 

with the provisions of this article and of the rules and regulations adopted pursuant 

hereto, to the san1e extent as if such person were the owner. 

Person means any individual finn, corporation, association, partnership or 

Vehicle is synonymous with "motor vehicle," as that tem1 is defined in Fla. 

Stat. § 320.01 (1 ), as it may be amended from tirne-to-tin1e. 

Vessel shall have the same definition as is provided for the word in Fla. Stat. 

§ 327.02, as it may be a111ended from tin1e-to-tirne. 

Waste Material shall include but not be limited to litter 

rubbish, and refuse from residential comn1ercial or industrial activities, including 

animal waste; kitchen and table food waste or other waste that is attendant with or 

results from the storage, preparation, cooking or handling of food material; paper, 

wood scraps, cardboard, cloth, glass, rubber, and plastic; 111echanical eguip111ent and 

parts, including vehicle, vessel aircraft, or appliance fixtures or parts; household 

goods and appliances; tools and eguiprnent; scrap, building material scrap 

contractors' equipment, tanks, casks, cans, barrels, boxes, drums, piping, bottles, 

glass, scrap iron, machinery, rags, paper, excelsior, mattresses, beds, bedding, or 

other exposed salvageable material; trash, yard trash, cuttings from vegetation, and 
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other decaying vegetative materials (except for compost piles); hazardous waste, 

construction and demolition debris. industrial waste, or other discarded materials, 

including material or containers from domestic, comrnercial or agricultural 

operations, or any other kind of waste ma teria 1. This may include inoperative or 

partially dismantled vehicles, trailers, boats, machinery, appliances, or other similar 

articles. 

(hl The following conditions existing on real property, individually or in any 

combination shall constitute a public nuisance 111 violation of this article, the 

abatement of which JS necessary to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the 

County's residents: 

ill Vegetative growth in excess of 18 inches in height on any lot, tract, 

or parcel of land, inmroved or unimproved, located within 100 feet 

of any improved property, or within 25 feet of any federal state, or 

county road right-of-way; provided, that the proVJSJOns of this 

subsection shall not apply to : 

ill} 

Undisturbed lots where vegetation has not been previously 

removed or maintained; or, 

Parcels that are zoned Agricultural AIR, A/Rl, A/R2, County 

2.5, or Conservation as those zoning districts are defined in 

Appendix A to the Hernando Cow1ty Code, or, 
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Vegetation within wetlands and storm water retention lake 

littoral zones; or, 

ill} Cultivated flowers, trees, ornamentals, or food plants. 

ill The accumulation of waste materials on any lot, track, or parcel of 

land where such accumulation creates an actual or potential: 

Haven or breeding place for snakes, rats, rodents, or other 

vermin of like or similar character; or, 

ill} Breeding place for rnosguitos or other pestiferous arthropods; 

Q!.,_ 

Fire hazard to adjacent properties; or, 

ill} Hazard at road intersections or rights-of-way; or, 

Violation of an applicable statute, regulation, or ordinance. 

ill Any condition conducive to the breeding of rats, vermin, flies, 

mosquitoes, or other arthropods that are capable of transmitting 

diseases directly or indirectly to humans. 

ill Any condition prohibited by Fla. Stat. §§ 309.02 (Deposit of Material 

on Wharf or Quay); 403.413 (Florida Litter Law), 823.01 (Public 

Nuisances Prohibited), 823.041(Disposal of Animal Carcasses); or 

823.07-823.08 (Disposal of Mechanical Equipment and Appliances), 
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ill 

as those statutes, each of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

may be amended from time- to- time; and, 

Any condition prohibited by Hernando Corn1ty Code § 15-170 

(Prohibited Conditions for Vacant Structures), as that ordinance, 

which is incorporated herein by reference, may be amended from 

tin1e- to- time; and, 

Any other condition the physical existence of which has been 

declared to be a public nwsance or otherwise made illegal in the 

Hernando Corn1ty Code, as it may be an1ended from tin1e-to-tin1e. 

Section 2. Severability. It is declared to be the intent of the Board of County 

11 Commissioners that if any section, subsection, clause, sentence, phrase, or provision of this 

12 ordinance is for any reason held unconstitutional or invalid, the invalidity thereof shall not affect 

13 the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

14 Section 3. Inclusion in the Code. It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners 

15 of Hernando County, Florida, and it is hereby provided, that the provisions of this Ordinance shall 

16 become and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances of Hernando County, Florida. To this end, 

17 the section of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish such intention, and that 

18 the word "ordinance" may be changed to " section," "article," or any other appropriate designation. 

19 Section 4. Conflicting Provisions Repealed. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in 

20 conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. 
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1 Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon receipt of 

2 official acknowledgment from the office of the Secretary of State of Florida that this ordinance has 

3 been filed with said office. 

4 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

5 HERNANDO COUNTY in Regular Session this a and day oCS",ptemhei,20.t9/J, 

6 
7 
8 
9 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA 
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11 
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13 
14 

Attest: ~ I, o ~ ,,1 , -:J ~ , , ,,,., Ao , I D ,C. By: ~~...L........1,£.........:..._ _ _____:,,,,i....__ _____ _ 

.J~ ~~-
7} Clerk 

15 
16 Approved for Form and Legal Sufficiency 
17 

H ~ ncyA~ 
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