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1 ORDINANCE NO.: 2020 -_l 

2 AN ORDINANCE RENAMING AND AMENDING HERNANDO COUNTY 

3 CODE CHAPTER 20, ARTICLE II, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 

4 PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL 

5 OF CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 

6 DATE. 

7 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

8 COMMISSIONERS OF HERNANDO COUNTY: 

9 Section 1. Renaming and Amending Hernando County Code Chapter 20, Article II. 

10 Hernando County Code Chapter 20, Article II, "Abandoned Vehicles," is renarred "Abandoned and 

11 Inoperable Vehicles," and is arrended to read as follows : 

12 Sec. 20-16. - Purpose and Intent. 

13 Since vehicles are and will in the future be abandoned in the streets and on 

14 private property, and since there are or may in the future be partially dismantled, non-

15 operating, wrecked or junked vehicles or vehicles otherwise in a state of disrepair left 

16 about the county other than at properly licensed junk yards; and since vehicles which 

17 are incapable of being lawfully operated create the sarre conditions and concerns as 

18 abandoned or non-operating vehicles; and since such conditions tend to impede traffic 

19 in the streets or interfere with the eajoyrrent of and reduce the value of private 

20 property; invite plundering; create fire hazards and other safety and health hazards to 
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children and adults; interfere with the comfort and well being of the public, the 

2 purpose of this article is therefore to provide adequate protection of the public health, 

3 safety and welfare which requires that such conditions be regulated, abated or 

4 prohibited. 

5 Sec. 20-17. - Definitions. 

6 For the purposes of this Article, the following definitions shall apply in the 

7 interpretation, enforcement and intent ofthis Article: 

8 bmperative vehicle rncans a vehicle that is in a state of dis1epait and it1eapa:ble 

9 ofbeit:tg 1noved tmder it:~ own po wet, or a vehicle that is incapable ofbe:ir:tg law:fuHy 

10 operitted on the streets of rl:1e stitte. A vehicle shall be deenx::d it10pe11ttive if 011e or 

11 rno1e pitrts of the dtive tritm which 1t1e reqtt:ired fur tne ope11ttion of the vehicle itre 

12 miss:it:tg, itre dis111antlcd, itre :it10pe11ttrve or 1t1 e not ittutehed to the vehicle its designed. 

13 There shall be it 1ebtttt1tble presumption rl:mt it vehicle is :it1e1tp1tblc of be:it:tg lawfully 

14 ope11tted on tl,e streets of the state if it ecn1ent registration titg for that vehicle, itmo 

15 ktmwn its it license plate, of a k:ittd 1eqtrired ttttder stitte law as it condition of 

16 ope1atio11 npon tl,e pt1blie stteets, is not itffixed tlie1eto . 

17 Abandoned Vehicle shall mean any vehicle to which the last registered owner 

18 of record thereof has relinquished all further dominion and control or any 

19 vehicle which has been left on open lands outdoors and fut which no 

20 anangement bas been made fin its sto1age with rl:re owner or oeettpant of the 
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1 ptemi~e~ in \!Qltich it~ loeztted feir a pe1:iod of thirty (30) day~ has no apparent 

2 intrinsic value to the rightful owner. 

3 ili} County shall mean Hernando Cmmty, Florida. 

4 {£} Enforcement O(ficer means any law enforcement officer or a Hernando 

5 Cmmty Code Enforcement Officer. 

6 Inoperable Vehicle shall mean: 

7 ill A motor vehicle in such state of physical or mechanical ruin as to be 

8 incapable of propulsion or of being operated upon the public streets 

9 or highways; or, 

10 A vessel situated on dry land that JS m a wrecked, junked, or 

11 substantially dismantled condition 

12 Private Property means any real property located within the unincorporated areas of 

13 Hernando County that does not satisfy the definition of''public property." 

14 Public Property means lands and improvements owned by the Federal Government, 

15 the state, or Hernando County, and includes sovereignty submerged lands, buildings, 

16 grounds, parks, playgrounds, streets, sidewalks, parkways, rights-of-way, and other 

17 similar property. 

18 Board shall mean the Board ofCounty Commissioners. 

19 Drive Train shall mean any part or combination of parts of a vehicle's system fur 

20 p10ptds:ion, :including but not linrited to the engi11e, ca1buteto1 01 other fuel :itrjection 
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meerni:nmm (whether meelmrrieal m eleehcnie), hamimsimi; ax.ks, a1'td l'Vheels 

2 (incloding tit es). 

3 .{g} Street shall mean the entire width between the boundary lines of any ro ad , 

4 street, highway, alley or any part of which is open to the public for use for 

5 purposes of vehicular traffic, within the unincorporated areas of Hernando 

6 County. 

7 Vehicle shall 1nean aH vehieles designed tc be pwpeHed by pc wet cthe1 than 

8 htnmn pm~et designed tc, ha vel alcng the gtcond by nse cf wheels , t1 eads, 

9 rmn1C1 s, slides, and ttanspmt pe1scns m ptcpetcy er ptdl: rnaehi:n e1 y and slmH 

it1clode , ◊vitlmot littii:tatimi; aotc>ntebile, hock,, n'ICJtc>teyelc, aH:-tcnait1 velriele 

11 m hactm, cx-cept be synonymous with ''rmtor vehicle," as that term is defined 

12 in Fla. Stat. § 320.010), as it may be amended from time-to-time that 

13 cperative farm vehicles vvlrieh ate net reqoited by lal'tl tc be 1cgiste1ed, at'td 

14 iacing vehi:clcs that can be dccmttented tc ltavc pa1ticipatcd i:n an cfiicial 

15 saucticncd event l'Vitlrin the past sixty (60) days slmH trot be inclodcd 11Vi:th:i11 

16 this detinitim1. 

17 Property shall mean any real property within the unincorporated areas of the county 

18 wlrich is trot a sheet m highway . 
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Street or higlv.my shall mean th@ @ntire width b@t\1,'@@n th@ boundary lines of any road, 

2 sheet, higl:1way , aHcy (')t auy patt (')f which is (')pen ro t'l:ic public fbt osc fot ptttp(')scs 

3 (')ft,chieular tta:ffic:, witm11 t'l:1c rnrincmpmatcd areas (')ftlic C(')tn1cy . 

4 ill Vessel includes every description of watercraft that is used or is capable of 

5 being used as a means oftransportation on water. 

6 Sec. 20-18. - Storage on Private Property Prolnbited. 

7 (a) No person shall park, store, leave, or permit the parking, storage or leaving 

8 of any abandoned or inoperative vehicle on any private property within the 

9 unincorporated areas of the County rot a pct~d in excess (')ftt1i1cy (30) days 

unless such vehicle is stored in an area not visible from the right-of.way or 

11 adjoining property, or unless such vehicle is so stored or parked on private 

12 property in connection with a duly licensed business or enterprise operated 

13 and conducted for the repair ofsuch vehicles. 

14 .(Q} The parking, storing, leaving, or permitting of an abandoned or inoperative 

15 vehicle on private property within the unincorporated areas of the County is 

16 hereby declared to be a public nuisance, the abatement of which, pursuant to 

17 the policing power of the County, is hereby declared to be necessary for the 

18 health, welfare and safety ofHernando County's residents. 

5 
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Sec. 20-19. - Leaving on Street Public Property Prohibited. 

2 No person shall leave any abandoned or inoperative vehicle on a·n:y street, 

3 road , highway, aHey, 01 pctb~c way public property within the unincorporated areas 

4 ofthe comity Hernando County. 

5 Sec. 20-20. - Allowing to Remair, 011 Prnperty Prohibited lndicia of Abandonment or 

6 lnoperability. 

7 No person m charge 01 eo11t:tol of any property t'llithm the eotttrty t'llhether as 

8 owner, tenant, occupant, lessee 01 othe1wise, shaH allow an:y abando11ed or 

9 ir10pe1ative vehicle to remain on sctch propettJ lo11ger than thirty (30) days tttrless saeh 

10 vehicle is stored ir1 an area 110t visible :6:om the right-of way or adjoining property or 

11 t11rless saeh vdriele is so stored 01 parked on private p10perty ir1 connection t'llith a 

12 dnly licensed basir1ess 01 ente1p1 ise operated and eo1"tdneted rot the repair of saeh 

13 

14 Evidence that a vehicle is abandoned or inoperable may include, but is not 

15 limited to, factors such as: 

16 ill The vehicle being in a wrecked or junked condition; and, 

17 ill Vegetative growth under or around the vehicle; and, 

18 ill The accumulation of refuse or debris underneath, on top, or about the 

19 vehicle; and, 

20 ill The vehicle being used solely for storage purposes; and, 

6 
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1 ill The vehicle being completely or partially dismantled; and, 

2 The vehicle visibly missing major parts or components; and, 

3 ill The vehicle being in a physical state that renders it incapable of being 

4 irrnnediately driven, propelled, rmved, or pulled in the manner for 

5 which the vehicle was intended or designed. 

6 D2} If the primary apparent evidence of abandonment or inoperability is vegetative 

7 growth, then a code enforcement officer may, using his or her training and 

8 experience, determine whether, under the totality of the circum;tances, the 

9 vehicle is abandoned or is inoperable pursuant to the tenns ofthis Article. 

10 With regard to rmtor vehicles, the absence of a valid license plate, sticker for 

11 the current year, or a current rmtor vehicle registration certificate shall be 

12 prirna fucie evidence that such vehicle is abandoned; however, the presence 

13 of any such item shall not in and of itself mean that such vehicle is not 

14 abandoned. The mere absence of a current rmtor vehicle registration, license 

15 plate, or sticker may be refuted by the property owner or vehicle owner upon 

16 proofthat the vehicle is irrnnediately driveable. 

7 
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1 Sec. 20-21. - Notice Reqtriting Rernenttl Procedures for the Rermval of Abandoned 

2 and Inoperable Vehicles. 

3 Abandoned or inoperable vehicles situated on public property shall be 

4 rermved pursuant to the provisions of Fla. Stat. § 705.103, as it may be 

5 amended from time-to- time. 

6 .(hl Abandoned or inoperable vehicles situated on private property shall be subject 

7 to the following provisions: 

8 ill The enforcement officer shall cause a notice to be placed upon such 

9 vehicle in substantially the following form: 

NOTICE TO THE OWNER AND ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

11 IN THE ATTACHED PROPERTY, TO WIT: 

12 (Setting Forth Brief Description ofVehicle) 

13 LOCATED AT: 

14 (Setting Forth Address or Brief Description of Vehicle's Location) is: 

15 IMPROPERLY STORED AND IS IN VIOLATION OF: 

16 (Setting Forth Ordinance Violated) 

17 AND MUST BE REMOVED WITHIN TEN (10) DAYS FROM 

18 THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE; OTHERWISE IT SHALL BE 

19 PRESUMED TO BE ABANDONED PROPERTY AND WILL BE 

8 
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1 REMOVED AND DISPOSED OF PURSUANT TO HERNANDO 

2 COUNTY CODE CHAPTER 20, ARTICLE II. 

3 Dated tl:ris: (setting forth the date of posting of notice) Signed: 

4 (setting forth name, title, address, and telephone number of law 

5 enforcement officer) 

6 Such notice shall be not less than 8 inches by 10 inches and shall be sufficiently 

7 weatherproof to withstand normal exposure to the elements. 

8 ill Whenem it shall appeat that a citation fot a violation of this mtiele 

9 has become final and w:.appealable In addition to posting, the code 

enforcement officer or the county she~ shall give, 01 eatr;e to be 

11 gtven; serve a copy of the w1itten notice to- on the registered owner of 

12 any the vehicle which is in violation of this article, on any known 

13 holder of a lien on the vehicle, and shall: give sneh notice to on the 

14 owner or person in lawful possession or control of the private 

15 property upon which such vehicle violates the pro visions of this at tie le 

16 and d:iteeting that sneh vehicle be rno ved to a place oflawfi:tl storage 

17 within seven (7) days from the date of such notice is situated. Such 

18 notice may be served upon the registered owner of the vehicle and any 

19 lienholders by certified mail return receipt requested, addressed to 

20 such owner at the last known address of record of the depai hnent of 

9 
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motet vehiele5 Department of llighway Safety and Motor Vehicles. 

2 Notice to the owner or person in lawful possession or control of the 

3 property upon which such vehicle is located may be personally served, 

4 or be served by certified mail return receipt requested, if such owner 

5 or occupant cannot be found upon such property. Such certified mail 

6 shall be addressed to the owner of such property according to the last 

7 county property appraiser's rolls and a copy of such notice shall be 

8 conspicuously posted upon the premises, or as close thereto on 

9 adjoining public property or public or private easement or right-of. 

10 way as practicable. 

11 ill If the vehicle remains in violation after the ten calendar day period, the 

12 enforcement officer shall cause such vehicle to be rermved by and 

13 released to an approved wrecker service for disposal pursuant to Fla. 

14 Stat. Ch. 713, as it may be amended from time- to-time. 

15 ill The authorization in this section for the towing of abandoned and 

16 inoperable vehicles shall not be construed so as to negate the authority 

17 of the Hernando County Sheriff to rermve abandoned, wrecked, 

18 dismantled, or inoperable rmtor vehicles under any other law or 

19 ordinance. 

10 
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1 Sec. 20-22. - Failure to Remove; Misdemeanot Civil Penalties. 

2 Any pe1son who fuil5 , neglects 01 1e~es to rernove an abandoned 01 inoperatflie 

3 vehicle or to ptopeily store such \Jehiele a11d abate such nuisance in aeeo1danee with 

4 tl1e notice given pcnsttant to the provisions of section 20-21 shaH, opon eo11v ietion 

5 tl1er co( be gttiicy ofa misdemeanor and be pmtished M provided in section 1-8 of tltis 

6 Code, pt0vided that this section shaH not p1eve1rt issoanee of a citation pcnsttarrt to 

7 code enforeernent proeedmes attthorrzed tinder Fb1 ida lal'\J and tlris Code. Any 

8 person or entity violating any of the provisions of this article shall be prosecuted as 

9 descnbed in Hernando County Code chapter 2, article III, as amended from time to 

10 time. Each incident or separate occurrence of an act that violates this article shall be 

11 deemed a separate offense. 

12 Sec. 20-23. - Entry upon Private Property for Removal or Abatement under Specified 

13 Circum;tances; Authorized. 

14 (a) Any person in charge or control, whether as owner, tenant, occupant, lessee 

15 or otherwise, ofproperty on which an abandoned or inoperative vehicle shall 

16 be situate and who rails to remove such vehicle in accordance with a citation 

17 11\Jhieh has beeonie fntal and tntappealable as notice issued by the .!! code 

18 enforcement officer or county sheriff; or their duly authorized agents, shall 

19 permit access to such property by any duly authorized agent of the county for 

20 the purpose of examining or removing such vehicle or vehicles. It shall be 

11 
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unlawful for any person to interfere, hinder, or refuse to allow such person so 

2 authorized to enter upon private property for the purpose of enforcing the 

3 provisions ofthis article. 

4 (b) In the event that the person in charge or control of the property is the record 

5 owner of the property pursuant to current records of the county property 

6 appraiser, and such record owner fails to respond to a notice cf vil"lla:til"ln 

7 which is hand-delivered or sent certified mail, return receipt requested, within 

8 the time specified therein, such record owner shall be conclusively deemed to 

9 have waived any right to object to entry upon the property for pmposes of 

10 examination and removal ofabandoned or inoperative vehicles hereunder. 

11 (c) Whenever the county may be authorized under the terms of this article to 

12 remove abandoned or inoperative vehicles from private property, the county 

13 is authorized to employ an independent contractor pursuant to procurement 

14 proVIS1ons of the code and related policies in order to accomplish such 

15 removal 

16 See. 20-24. - Respcnsibiiity fut Dispcsiticn: 

17 Whete a1,y vehicle is it1 st1el1 ec1'tditil"l11 that it is no longet self-p1opeHed, then 

18 the pe1scn it1 em1ge 01 em1ttoL \1\ihethe1 as o\1\i ner , tenant, oeenpant, lessee 01 

19 cthe1 \1\iise , cf the p1ope1cy en \1\ihieh st1eh vehicle is sitnated smH tenJOve a1'td dispose 

20 of such vehicle tlnct1gh a pt ivate ecnttaetl"lt by ptivate means. Whete the pe1sc11 it1 

12 



DRAFfDOCUMENT: F:\1 COUNTY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE.JAJ\Ordinances\AbandonedProperty 
Ordinance\Proposed Ordinance - Draft 5.\\')XI, December 20, 2019 (10:12am) NOTE: additions/deletions 
language proposed for addition/deletion to existing Code pro\isions. 

1 ehatge ot eo11trnl of tlte property, whether as ocvt'lCt , tenant, oeet1pa11t, lessee 01 

2 othe1wise, after th:iity (30) days of hav:iiig been given w1itte11 notice has failed to 

3 1e1110 ve tl'lC vehicle, then the code errro1eeme11t ofliee1 01 eornrcy she1 iff, 01 any 

4 eontiaetot employed fut st1eh pmpose, is at1th01ized to ana1ige fu1 p10inpt 1en10va~ 

5 bt1t sneh aetio11 by the code enfu1een1Cnt offiee1 01 e0t1nty she1 iff 01 eont1act01 shaH 

6 not provide a defense 01 ex:etrse to the petson iii charge 01 eonhol e,fst1eh p1ope1ty 

7 fu1 ~ih:ne to emnply with this aitiele. TI1e pe1se,11 :iI1 eh<trge 01 e011t10l of sneb 

8 pmpe1ty shall pay and be jaintly and severaHy liable fut aH easts :iI1et111ed by the 

9 eornicy i11 effecting st1eh 1e1noval. If payment is not made on dernand, the aettial costs 

10 tlteICa~ prus aeerned :intetest at tl'lC statt1ta1y jt1dgrnent rate fiam the date e,f tl,e 

11 eotnpletian e,f the work, shaH be and eonstitttte a lien aga:n15t the p10pe1ty e,f such 

12 awner , and sneh charge shall be ealleetible :iI1 the satne 1na1n1e1 as may 110w e,1 

13 he1eafie1 be pm vided fut tl'lC ee,Heetie,n 01 e11fu1eement aflie11S ge11C1aHy. 

14 See. 20-25. - Notice and Dispositian aflmparntded Vehicles. 

15 \Vhenevet tlie code enfu1eeme11t officer e,1 ee,mrty she1iff e,1 eont1 aet01 

16 enlplayed fut sueh prnpose ten'lO ves airy velriele, rntder the p10 visians of this a1tiele, 

17 fiam ptrblie 01 private p1ape1ty, the vehicle shall be dispased e,f as described in 

18 Chapte1 713 e,f the Flotida Statntes, as arne1tded fi:atn time te, t:iine, witlmtlt 1ega1d 

19 ta whethet tlte vdriele was 1e1110ved fiamptrblie 01 pti'vate ptaperty. 

20 See. 20-26. - Errfu1ee111e11t O:ffiee1s fu1 Rernc)\Jal :6:om Public P10pe1ty Designated. 

13 
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1 111e eode enforeemrnt offieet or eotmty 5hetiff iii de5ignated a5 rnfeneement 

2 offieer ror 1eino val of abandoned vehiele5 :6:o m pttblie property pm5ttant to Chapter 

3 705 ofthe Florida Statttte5, M amended :6:om time to time. 

4 Section 2. Severability. It is declared to be the intent of the Board of County 

5 Corrnnissioners that if any section, subsection, clause, sentence, phrase, or provision of this ordinance 

6 is for any reason held unconstitutional or invalid, the invalidity thereof shall not affect the validity of 

7 the remaining portions ofthis ordinance. 

8 Section 3. Inclusion in the Code. It is the intention of the Board of County Corrnnissioners 

9 of Hernando County, Florida, and it is hereby provided, that the provisions of this Ordinance shall 

10 become and be made a part of the Code ofOrdinances ofHernando County, Florida. To this end, the 

11 section of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish such intention, and that the 

12 word "ordinance" may be changed to "section," "article," or other appropriate designation 

13 Section 4. Conflicting Provisions Repealed. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in 

14 conflict with the provisions ofthis ordinance are hereby repealed. 

15 Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon receipt of 

16 official acknowledgment from the office of the Secretary of State of Florida that this ordinance has 

17 been filed with said office. 

18 

14 
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1 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

2 HERN ANDO COUNTY in Regular Session this ai +h day of ..:fa N ll C P.. ¥20 ~ . 

3 
4 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
5 HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA 
6 
7 

Attest: ~m. ~ {J,(!_ _ ~--8 
9 ~ Douglas Charvat, Jr. 1/'Cha"11/'/(/ ,

10 {) Clerk // / 
11 S chN' mi++£1'1 
12 (Narre typed, printed or stamped) 
13 
14 Approved for Form and Legal Sufficiency 
15 
16 /L-
17 p eputy County Attorney 
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